PET imaging in a case of the semantic variant of primary progressive aphasia.
A 64-year-old right-handed Caucasian presented with a four-year history of word-finding deficits and otherwise fluent speech production. Neurological examination remained unremarkable apart from the word finding impairment. Likewise, neuropsychological evaluation confirmed significantly reduced semantic word fluency. While brain MRI depicted only discrete anterior temporal atrophy, 18-fluorodeoxyglucose PET showed clear hypometabolism of the anterior temporal pole bilaterally with left predominance. An imaging-supported diagnosis of the semantic variant of primary progressive aphasia was established in close accordance to recently published diagnostic criteria.The PET findings can be regarded as typical for this condition and PET imaging proved helpful to delineate other variants (non-fluent and logopenic) of primary progressive aphasia.